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Abstract:

This article examines the crucial role of geography in shaping China’s geopolitical vision
of the South China Sea and its sprawling archipelagos, against the backdrop of intensifying
strategic competition with the United States. The region is framed as a “Geopolitical Crush Zone”
between two great powers, where maritime and territorial considerations intersect with national
security imperatives and international power dynamics. The intricate maritime topography,
characterized by densely clustered islands and expansive coral reefs, reveals that the area is not
merely a stage for Chinese expansion but a complex environment presenting simultaneous
opportunities and challenges for Beijing’s policymakers. By highlighting Taiwan —as a major
obstacle or critical pivot point—within the “First Island Chain,” the study analyzes how
geographic realities design China’s maritime strategy and assesses Beijing’s ability to project its
geopolitical vision amid a competitive environment characterized by strict geographic constraints
and countervailing U.S. pressures. The findings underscore that geography is not a passive
backdrop but a structural determinant that significantly shapes power relations and strategic
balances in the evolving twenty-first-century international system/order.

Keywords: Geography; South China Sea; Geopolitical Crush Zone; First Island Chain; Chinese
Maritime Strategy; Sino- American Rivalry.
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(July 2013), p. 1.
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