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Abstract:

The concept of “urban-demographic centers of gravity” (COGs) is a military concept used in
planning national defense, defensive attacks, or offensive attacks to identify the main strengths or
weaknesses of a country and its defense system, which, if targeted, could have a decisive impact on
the outcome of the conflict. This concept originated with Carl von Clausewitz and was adapted in
modern military doctrine to focus efforts on high-value targets, especially in conventional warfare.
However, its application and definition remain the subject of ongoing debate, particularly with
regard to its usefulness in complex, adaptive, and unconventional modern conflicts. This is
especially true in terms of its respect for the principle of protecting civilians in wars and armed
conflicts.
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