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The role of symbolic public policy in achieving political stability
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Abstract:

This study addresses the role played by symbolic policies, as a type of public policies, in
achieving political stability and integration between citizens and the existing regime, by focusing
on national history and the nation’s heroics and symbols, in a way that enhances the state’s image,
consolidates its position in collective memory, and supports the state’s moral foundations in
collective consciousness.

The study found that countries resort to this type of policies with the aim of strengthening
citizenship and bonding the individual to his state, when the state is going through internal and
external contexts that threaten the political system with instability, This ensures that these
threatening contexts can be contained and overcome, and that a degree of stability, continuity, and

interaction between the political system and public opinion can be achieved. This has led countries
to resort to adopting this type of policy on a permanent and ongoing basis.

Keywords: symbolic policies; political stability; Citizenship; collective consciousness; National
affiliation.
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