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The impact of political consensus and power-sharing on the
process of democratic transition in Tunisia (2011 —2019)
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Abstract:

Consensus policies are among the most crucial approaches used by countries
undergoing democratic transition. These policies contribute to the reduction of political
polarization, although potentially for a brief period, and at the expense of undermining the
efficacy and efficiency of democratic institutions. In this regard, Tunisia has been regarded
as a model to be emulated for its efforts to secure consensus between secular and Islamist
forces. However, the extensive pursuit of consensus in the country has had a dark side, led to
some issues such as backsliding of its democratic transition.

This is what we shall consider when examining the power-sharing formed by the
political elite in Tunisia, which temporarily reduced political tensions. But a return to
polarization and legislative disruption can be observed. This prompts us to question whether

power-sharing is an effective means for endangered transitional democracies to reduce
political tensions and improve government performance.

Keywords: Tunisian democratic transition; power-sharing; consensus policies;
polarization; government effectiveness.
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