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Abstract:

The rapid evolution of artificial intelligence (Al) and digital technologies has fundamentally
reshaped the landscape of modern terrorism. Extremist groups increasingly exploit cyberspace for
recruitment, ideological influence, financial transactions, and operational coordination, leveraging
Al-driven tools such as behavioral analytics, identity masking, and automated propaganda. In
response, governments and security agencies are adopting Al-enabled strategies to enhance
predictive surveillance, biometric identification, and network analysis as part of a broader “smart
deterrence” paradigm aimed at preventing attacks before they occur. This paper analyzes the
interplay between Al and counterterrorism, examining the technological, ethical, and legal
implications of Al-based security strategies. It further evaluates global practices in combating Al-
enhanced terrorism and proposes a policy framework for sustainable “smart deterrence” that
balances data governance, privacy protection, and international cooperation. The study concludes
that the future of global security will depend on hybrid systems that integrate Al, ethical regulation,
and collective digital intelligence to confront evolving terrorist threats.

Keywords: Artificial intelligence; counterterrorism; digital recruitment; proactive monitoring;
intelligent cyber deterrence.
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