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Abstract:

This article critically reviews African literature on ethnicity as a central factor in internal
and regional conflicts, from a political science and international relations perspective. It traces
ethnicity’s shift from a stable socio-cultural identity to a dynamic political tool for mobilization
and power struggles. Three main theoretical approaches—structural, constructivist, and
instrumental—are examined to explain ethnic violence and state fragility. Using cases like
Rwanda, Nigeria, Mali, and Ethiopia, the study critiques Western-dominated models and
advocates hybrid frameworks that integrate cultural, institutional, and geopolitical dimensions,
offering multi-level perspectives to better understand ethnicity’s role in governance and conflict in
Africa.
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