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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the impact of financial inclusion on economic growth in a sample of Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries (Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Kuwait) by relying on annual data from
2004 to 2020, using basket data and the ARDL model. The composite financial inclusion index was used
to represent financial inclusion, while GDP was used to represent economic growth.

The study found a positive and significant relationship between the financial inclusion index and economic
growth in the long run, while no relationship was observed in the short run. This implies that the effects
of financial inclusion do not materialize in the short term, and require a longer period to manifest in reality.
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