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Abstract:

This study examines the problem of temporal projection in historical writing on the
Islamic Maghreb during the medieval period, focusing on the complex relationship between
the time of events and the later contexts in which they were recorded and interpreted. It argues
that medieval historians did not merely transmit past realities, but often reconfigured them
through the lens of their own intellectual, political, and cultural environments. Such
reinterpretations produced forms of temporal projection that shaped both narrative structure
and historical meaning.

The study places particular emphasis on deconstructing the conceptual frameworks
underlying historical discourse, especially terms such as “the Islamic Maghreb,” “the Arab
Maghreb,” “Bilad al-Stidan,” and “Sub-Saharan Africa.” It demonstrates that these categories
are neither neutral nor static, but rather historically contingent constructs that reflect evolving
perceptions of geography, identity, and power. By tracing how these terms were used and
transformed over time, the study reveals the extent to which spatial and cultural boundaries
were retrospectively imposed on earlier periods.

Methodologically, the research combines a close reading of key medieval sources,
including the works of Ibn Khaldun and al-Bakri, with engagement in modern
historiographical debates. Drawing on the scholarship of Michael Brett, Nehemia Levtzion,
and Jamil M. Abun-Nasr, it highlights the continuity between medieval and modern forms of
temporal projection. Ultimately, the study shows that temporal projection operates not only at
the level of storytelling, but also in the construction of historical space, categories, and
analytical frameworks.

Keywords: Temporal Projection; Sub-Saharan Africa; Islamic Maghreb; Bilad al-Stidan;
Historical Terminology.
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