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Abstract:

This study sheds light on one of the most important historical sources—the archive—as it
represents the primary material that historians must refer to and exploit in order to reach
historical insights across various fields. It should be noted that archival sources fill many gaps
and provide answers to numerous questions that narrative and historical chronicles have left
unanswered. Hence, the significance of this source becomes evident.

It is worth noting that the use of these archival holdings is not carried out in a random
manner; rather, it is based on a scientific approach, namely the documentary (archival)
method.
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Therefore, through this research paper, we seek to demonstrate the importance of this
method in the study and analysis of archival documents, as well as the significance of these
documents in writing local history during the Ottoman period.

Keywords: Documentary Method; Archival Holdings; Local Documents; Ottoman

period.
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