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Abstract:

Rural architecture, and in particular dwellings, is one of the most important areas of
research in the humanities, as it allows us to discover the lifestyles of nomadic populations,
who are at the origin of civilisation. Among the rural areas of the province of Tlemcen, the
Beni Meshal tribe, located in the mountainous region of Trara, stands out because its
characteristics have been lost and it has not been the subject of in-depth studies, with the

exception of some French research that has enabled us to understand its historical and social
importance.
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Fieldwork carried out by researcher Soufyane Bouzidi Tani, accompanied by a group of
researchers as part of a working agreement with the Sorbonne University, and the use of aerial
and photogrammetric photography based on horizontal ‘sketch’ plans of certain models of
these dwellings, which constitute a socio-economic unit bringing together men, animals and
provisions in an integrated horizontal spatial organization.

Keywords: dwelling; Dar; Tarara; Beni Meshel; rural architecture; aerial photography and
photogrammetry.
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