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Abstract:

This study examines the nature of crimes committed by women against men in ancient
Iraqi society through an analysis of Babylonian and Assyrian legal texts. These legal materials
indicate that women’s criminal behavior was often associated with their exposure to various
forms of violence perpetrated by men, whether psychological—such as arbitrary divorce and
the circulation of defamatory accusations intended to damage their reputation—or physical,
including beating, flogging, and rape. Such circumstances contributed to the emergence of
aggressive and criminal responses on the part of women, manifested in acts such as murder,

adultery, insult, and other behaviors referenced in the legal codes. The penalties imposed on
women varied between the two legal traditions: Babylonian laws appear to have taken into
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consideration the motives and circumstances surrounding women’s actions, whereas Assyrian
laws were less inclined to acknowledge mitigating factors and tended to favor male authority.
This disparity may be attributed to the patriarchal structure of Assyrian society, which was
fundamentally grounded in male dominance.

Keywords: Crime; Woman; Man; Ancient Iraq; Babylonian Laws; Assyrian Laws.
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