09-01 .a Ga /42026/01 sl /20 saal) A8 el Alaa
ISSN: 1112-7953 E-ISSN: 2710-8325

‘_,Aliﬂ\ dagll' 9 "Hlaadl’ s f ) Jid La cilathiasg ‘_,_°| dsljd
A Reading of Prehistoric Terminology between “Civilization” and
“Cultural Facies”
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Abstract:

This paper examines the issue of terminology in prehistoric studies through a critical and
analytical reading of the concepts of “civilization” and “cultural facies” It demonstrates that
the concept of civilization is historically and ideologically rooted in evolutionary and
progress-oriented frameworks, often linked to technological advancement and social
organization, which makes it unsuitable for describing prehistoric societies. By contrast, the
concept of cultural facies offers a more appropriate methodological approach, as it focuses on
shared material and behavioral traits within a defined chronological and spatial framework,
without imposing preconceived evolutionary assumptions. The study highlights the
epistemological and methodological shift in modern archaeology toward more neutral and
precise terminology adapted to the study of prehistoric communities.

Keywords: Prehistory; Civilization; Cultural Facies; Archaeological Terminology;
Archaeological Methodology.
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