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Walls and towers in the palaces of the M'zab Valley (architecture for

defense of religion and enemies)
-Guerara as a model-
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Abstract:

The article deals with an important aspect of military architecture in the M’zab Valley, and
we mention in particular the walls and towers of the villages, which arose, with the
establishment of these seven palaces on the valley plain. It reflects the experience of its
builders, for the high walls surrounded Guerara on all sides and were approximately three
meters high, interspersed with cracks to monitor enemy movements.

It underwent expansions in stages, and the towers spread along its length and numbering
seven serve as the main centers of guarding, and beneath them are the main and secondary
gates of the city, and within them the interior and outside the city are monitored, as necessity
called for the construction of this defensive architecture due to the conflicts and unrest to
which the Mozabites were exposed from others, under the influence of sectarian, ethnic and
external reasons, were able to preserve society, customs and the traditions of the city.

Keywords: Defense Engineering; fences; constellations; the town of Guerara; the Modern
Era.
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