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Abstract

The Zayani state has been known for its great interest in science and scientists despite its
political regression that affected it at that time, as its sultans rushed to bring top scientists from
various countries from the Islamic Maghreb. They did their best to fulfill their purpose to the
extent of competing with the rulers of the neighboring countries. As a tribute to these scientists
for their great contribution and investment of their knowledge; and to create a scientific
atmosphere for them, the Sultans of Banu Zeyan in Tlemcen built six schools whose fame
exceeded horizons. Science students from all parts of the Islamic West came to these schools
to study and learn. Despite the importance of these schools in spreading science and training
students to become men of thoughts and science, there were calls from some scholars in
Tlemcen opposing the legitimacy of the establishment of these schools, calling for their
inventiveness and danger to learning and the safety of the transmition of the Sanad.

Based on these facts, we decided to make research on this topic with a scientific intervention
under the title: «Tlemcen schools during the Zayani era and scholars’ position towards their
scientific activity, between support and opposition», with the aim of introducing these
distinguished educational and scientific facilities, and discussing the different views of both
opposition scholars and supporters of their establishment and scientific activities.

Key words: schools; scholars; Zayani state; Tlemcen; scientific facilities.
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