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Comment on an adjudication
The dispute concerning the determination maritime borders between

Bangladesh and Myanmar in Bay of Bengal,
The international tribunal for the law of sea.
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Abstract:

The maritime boundaries dispute in the Bay of Bengal between Bangladesh and Myanmar is the
first to be raised in the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea and one of the most
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important international cases, which outlined the principles for defining maritime boundaries, the
Economic Zone, and the Neritic Zone beyond the 200 nautical mile limit, and on the other hand, it
is Asia's first maritime dispute, and its decisions helped to summarize many organizational
principles for resolving maritime disputes, where previously all issues related to delineation of
maritime boundaries were referred to the International Court of Justice and independent arbitration
courts.

This decision was a historical precedent in maritime law, as no international court or arbitral
tribunal had previously addressed the issue of defining the Neritic Zone beyond 200 nautical miles
and defining the gray Zone, which could be subject to considerations of third parties’ interests that
may be affected by the process of defining maritime boundaries. The International Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea also confirmed, through its first ruling on maritime boundary delineation, its pledge
to apply the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, resulting in the
international community's assurance to settle disputes before the same body, which were usually
within the discretion of the International Court of Justice.

Keywords: International Dispute, Bangladesh, Myanmar; Bay of Bengal; International Tribunal for
the Law of the Sea.
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Dispute Concerning the Delimitation of the Maritime Boundary between Bangladesh and
Myanmar in the Bay of Bengal, International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS), 14 March
2012.

Territorial and Maritime Dispute (Nicaragua V. Colombia),
Order of 11 February 2008, 1.C.J. Reports 2008, p. 3, https://www.icj-cij.org/public/files/case-

related/124/124-20080211-ORD-01-00-EN.pdf.
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6 Para 63, Dispute concerning delimitation of the maritime boundary between Bangladesh and Myanmar in

the Bay of Bengal, International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS), 14 March 2012,
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7 Para 66, Dispute concerning delimitation of the maritime boundary between Bangladesh and Myanmar in

the Bay of Bengal, International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS), 14 March 2012,
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