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Abstract:
War crimes are considered the most heinous crimes committed during armed

conflict and are in violation of the rules of international humanitarian law
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governing the conduct of hostilities. These rules have been formulated by States

and international organizations after the horrors of wars.

The conventions governing international humanitarian law, in particular the
four Geneva Conventions of 1949, have resulted in a number of acts which, if
committed during the armed conflict, constitute a grave violation of them, and
therefore the perpetrators must be punished. Hence, the international criminal law
to put these violations in the form of war crimes and the provision of ways to
follow up and punish the perpetrators through the statutes of the international
criminal courts.

Keywords: war crimes, international law, international justice, armed

conflict, international crime.
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