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Abstract

Keywords

the adoption of symbols as a means of communication,
and signs as a method of expression. The Sufi's need for
symbols stems from his sense of the narrowness of
meaning and the inadequacy of language, in relation to
what the Sufi in particular, and man in general, finds in
terms of abstract meanings and subtleties that have no
objective equivalent, and thus lack a linguistic equivalent.
Although the Sufi refers to the tangible to reveal a hidden,
inner world, the symbol is not the tangible equivalent of
that which is devoid of subtleties. Otherwise, the
relationship between the symbol and the symbolized would
freeze, or turn into a calcified relationship between the
signifier and the signified. This is not what the structure of
the Sufi cognitive apparatus requires.

This is what makes Sufi symbolism not the product of
prior theorizing, but rather flows from the state of
experience and its immediate present, isolated from its
external influences. Thus, the characteristic of a logical,
automatic agreement between the symbol and the
symbolized is negated. Thus, poetry makes language say
more than it says, by relying on a hint of allusion, not a
length of expression, through what the symbol leaves in the
soul of clarity and ambiguity at the same time, thus
generating excitement and response. Therefore, the symbol
does not name the thing, but rather approaches it, because
naming the thing means killing it permanently.

Sufi discourse - in its symbolism - transcends superficial
sensuality, by establishing a debate between the apparent
and the hidden, through the gap it creates between the
signifier and the signified. Therefore, Sufi discourse
transcends the categories of modernity, and establishes its
paradoxical ~modernity, through language, vision,
transcendence, and overcoming.
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