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Abstract

Keywords

The short story The Pain of Memory... Finally,
Poitiers by Abdeljelil Mostafaoui serves as a profound
narrative model that interrogates the relationship between
memory and place, where personal experience intertwines
with historical and human dimensions. This study aims to
analyze the narrative structure of the text and explore the
mechanisms through which memory operates—not merely
as a tool for recollection but as an ongoing anguish that
reshapes the consciousness and existence of the characters.

The study focuses on the narrative techniques
employed by the author, such as temporal overlaps, artistic
flashbacks, and the symbolic use of space. It also examines
language as a semiotic element that reflects the weight of
experience and the intensity of nostalgia. Additionally, it
highlights the psychological and social dimensions
governing the characters, particularly their relationship
with exile and self-imposed alienation.

Analyzing this story opens a broader perspective on
the role of memory in contemporary Arabic narrative and
how it takes shape within contexts of nostalgia, loss, and
the search for self in the face of temporal and spatial
transformations.
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