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Abstract Keywords

The studyaims to trace the narrative course of Victor Hugo'snovel "The
Hunchback of Notre-Dame," focusing on how ironyisemployed and utilized
as a textualelement. It alsoseeks to determine the effectiveness of the
technique in the author'sdepiction of key temporal and spatial landmarksem
bodying historical and social realities in the novel, eventhoughtheymay not
be of primaryconcern. Furthermore, itelucidates how reader intervention —
as the secondaryconstructor of the text — canbreachtheir expectations
through the burgeoningbinary of the overtlydeclaredugliness and the
covertlyconcealed beauty. Thus, the narrative textbecomes an
artisticspacewhere the aesthetics of ironyintegratewith the coexistence of
opposites despite their divergence, with all ironies necessitating the
presence of contradiction in their content.
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