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Abstract: Article info

Psychological diagnosis encompasses all the processes and procedures through which
a disorder is identified and its severity and intensity assessed which enable the
researcher to classify and assign the subject to a specific diagnostic category.
Classification systems constitute the primary references for the diagnosis of depression,
to the extent that the term “psychological diagnosis™ is often directly associated with
these systems. Among those classification systems , the Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual published by the American Psychiatric Association, in its various editions, is
considered the most important classification system.This paper aims to highlight the
features of depression and the criteria for its diagnosis according to the last two
editions of the manual and diagnostic manual of mental disorders and highlight the
differences between them.
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