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Abstract :

This article focuses on a matter of utmost importance concerning the
authenticity of the Algerian nation and emphasizing its deep historical
continuity, demonstrating that it possesses all the components of a nation.
During and after the colonial period, many voices sought to create a break
between Algeria's present and its past, promoting Western colonial notions
aimed at stripping the nation of its identity or merging it with the French
nation, and sometimes portraying it as a newly formed nation whose
emergence was credited to colonialism. Hence, it was essential to highlight
the subject of the nation and present the views of the major schools of
thought that addressed this issue in order to refute such claims, and to
confirm that the Algerian nation has been present throughout historical
stages, possessing, like all nations, all the elements that make it distinct and
not in need of merging with others or taking pride in the history,
achievements, and values of others. This research also aims to highlight the
close connection between Algeria—the nation—and other nations that
constitute the larger Islamic nation across the East and West, where Islam
represented a fundamental bond that formed the cohesion that laid the
foundations of the Islamic nation despite differences in race, distances, and
multiple languages.

From this perspective, the Algerian nation cannot in any way be
separated from the larger Islamic nation, nor can Islam be considered a
secondary factor in its formation, cohesion, or revival, especially since it
played a fundamental role in shaping the resistance and mobilization against
colonialism and in resisting all attempts at assimilation and Westernization.

Keywords : Algeria; The Nation; Authenticity; Colonialism; Islam;
Westernization.
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