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Clarifying the Difference between Textual and Circumstantial Clues
according to Usul Scholars
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Abstract:

This research addresses the issue of the distinction between Textual
clues (al-Qara’in al-Magaliyyah) and Circumstantial clues (al-Qara’in al-
Haliyyah) as understood by scholars of Islamic legal theory (Usul al-Figh),
considering it an important topic within the discipline due to its close
connection with understanding Islamic legal texts. The study aims to define
the concept of clues both linguistically and technically, and to classify them,
according to their form, into textual and contextual clues, while attempting
to identify the similarities and differences between them.
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The study reveals that textual and contextual clues share certain
characteristics, while differing in aspects related to limitation and precision,
perception and transmission, connection, independence and dependence, as
well as perception and direct observation.

Keywords: Clues; Textual Clues; Circumstantial Clues; The Difference;
Usul Scholars.
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