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""Those among the narrators of the Six Books, biographized in
Tahdhib al-Tahdhib by Ibn Hajar al-Asqgalani, about whom it was

said: "He was not a man of Hadith'
— A Compilation and Study."*
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Abstract:

The phrase ""He was not / is not a man of Hadith™ (lam yakun /
laysa sahiba hadith) is considered one of the expressions that constitute an
apparent disparagement (jarh zahir), indicating a rank of weakness in its
various categories. This phrase appeared in twenty-four biographies of
narrators in Ibn Hajar’s Tahdhib al-Tahdhib: half of them among the
narrators of the Sahihayn (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) and the other half
among the narrators of the four Sunan.

The term ""Man of Hadith™ (sahib hadith) signifies eight distinct
meanings:

1. Transcription: The audition and writing of Hadith.

2. Memorization: Precision in retention (dabt al-sadr).

3. Transmission: Narrating from both senior and junior scholars.

4. Recognition: Knowledge of high and low chains of transmission (al- ‘alt

wa al-nazil).

Comprehensiveness: Writing from weak narrators.

Selectivity: Refraining from narrating from the weak (selection of

teachers).

7. Expertise: Deep knowledge in the science of Hadith.

8. Practice: Outward adherence to the prophetic traditions (Sunan) and
persistence in seeking them.
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Leading Imams utilized the negative expression ""He was not / is not
a man of Hadith"' to describe various types of narrators:

e The Trustworthy (thigah) narrator who has few narrations, is a jurist,
opposes outward Sunan, or whose memory changed later in life.

e The Truthful (sadiig) narrator with slight inaccuracy, one who makes
mistakes in his writing, or one who narrates rejected reports (mandakir).

e The Weak (da if) narrator who is unanimously considered weak or
whose precision is light.

Al-Bukhari and Muslim narrated from both "Trustworthy" and "Truthful”
individuals about whom it was said: "He was not a man of Hadith."
Conversely, the majority of those described by this phrase in Al-Tirmidhi’s
work fall under the category of "Weak" narrators.

Keywords: He is not a man of Hadith; He was not a man of Hadith, Tahdhib
Al-Tahdhib.
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