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Methodological differences between hadith scholars and legal

theorists in dealing with various hadiths
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Abstract:

This research examines the methodological differences between Hadith
scholars (Muhaddithin) and jurists (Fugaha) in handling conflicting Hadiths
(Mukhtalif al-Hadith), highlighting the functional and procedural disparities
between the critical approach of "identifying defects" (I’lal) and the reconciliatory
approach (Tawfiq). It investigates the challenges of applying contradiction rules to
variant narrations and analyzes the impact of general legal principles and analogy
(Qiyas) on the acceptance or rejection of conflicting texts. The study concludes that
while Hadith scholars preserved textual integrity, jurists achieved legislative
harmony. It emphasizes the necessity of integrating both methodologies to

safeguard the Prophetic Sunnah in terms of both its transmission (Thubut) and
interpretation (Dalalah).

Keywords: various hadiths, hadith scholars, fundamentalists, methodology,
Sunnah, conflict.
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