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The interpretation of the Companion according to Imam Al-Hafiz

Al-Hakim Al-Nisaburi (d. 405 AH)
A Critical Analytical Study of the Evidence for Determining Whether a
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Abstract:

In this study, | examined the view of Imam al-Hakim al-Nisabur (d.
405 AH) as presented in al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahthayn, in which he held
that a Companion’s interpretation of the Qur’an carries the ruling of being
marfii * (attributed) to the Prophet #. | have shown that this ruling, when
stated in absolute terms, was not agreed upon by any scholar, and that al-
Hakim himself was the first to oppose it. He later restricted it in his book al-
Ma ‘rifah to cases involving reasons for revelation (asbab al-nuzil) only.
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This latter position is partly agreed upon by scholars, namely when the
intent is to indicate the timing of revelation; however, if the intent is
interpretation or exemplification, then it does not carry the ruling of marfi

Keywords: Al-Hakim al-Nisaburi, interpretation, companion, Qur‘an.
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