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Abstract:

lltifat is one of the rhetorical devices that has been the subject of
extensive theoretical discussion, yet have not been effectively applied in
practice. This is apparent from the fact that, if we examine what has been
written on the rhetorical shift (iltifat), we find that it has scarcely moved
beyond the sphere of scholarly disagreement over the conceptual essence of
the term, or over assigning it to one of the three established branches of
Arabic rhetoric that deal with meanings (‘ilm al-ma‘ani), figurative
expression (‘Ilm al-Bayan), and stylistic ornamentation (‘Ilm al-Bad1").

A closer examination of the work of classical scholars in the field of
rhetoric shows that they have made considerable contributions to
understanding the effect of the rhetorical device of shift on the recipients, ,
and stirring their emotions, which are undoubtedly psychological effects
that indicate the human nature’s inclination to seek change, shifting from
one state to another.

If scholars interested in the practical output in rhetorical tradition have
not fully explored the secrets of the rhetorical device of iltifat, then the field
of qira’at variation is even more pressing in seeking to uncover the nature of
moving from one reading to another, and it is a variation that goes beyond
Quranic performance to the uncovering of rhetorical and psychological
subtleties of iltifat.
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A review of scholars’ approaches to the style of iltifat reveals that Ibn
Jinni was particularly distinguished for going beyond theoretical framework
towards practical analysis to bring to light the expressive and effective role
of iltifat in Qira’at (Qur’anic readings).

A reference to Ibn Jinni’s book “Al-Muhtasab fi Bayan Wujih
Shawadh al-Qira’at” provides clear evidence of this intellectual concern, for
the inductive survey conducted by the researcher in the aforementioned
book has shown that it addresses the phenomenon of iltifat in eight places
within the book, in the first and second volumes; seven grammatical forms
and one lexical form; and they are models that can be considered as a
foundation of a methodology that is close to completion.

Keywords: Quranic Recitations lltifat- Ibn Jinni- Qur’anic Variation.
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