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Abstract:

Islamic Sufism represents a profound spiritual and ethical tributary
within the Islamic heritage, presenting a unique existential vision based on
divine oneness (tawhid) and the Oneness of Being (wahdat al-wujtid). This
vision reframes the relationship between God, humanity, and nature within a
framework of integration and sacredness. In light of the contemporary
environmental crisis that threatens the natural balance of life, there is a
growing need for alternative intellectual and religious models capable of
addressing these challenges at their root.

Sufism, with its emphasis on the sanctity of the natural world as a
manifestation of the Divine (tajalli), and its focus on ethics grounded in
compassion and balance, offers a potential framework for an alternative
paradigm that can contribute to addressing environmental challenges. This
raises the following central question: Can Islamic Sufism, through its
conceptualizations of Oneness of Being, divine unity, and spiritual ethics,
effectively contribute to addressing the contemporary environmental
crisis—especially given that this crisis differs fundamentally from the
historical contexts in which classical Sufism emerged? Moreover, what
pathways can be devised to reformulate and renew the Sufistic framework,
thereby redirecting its spiritual and ethical energies toward the desired
socio-ecological transformation?

This study posits that Islamic Sufism encompasses a profound
environmental vision rooted in concepts such as Oneness of Being and
divine manifestation. It explores the potential of leveraging this vision—
through contemporary reinterpretation—to establish an environmental ethics
derived from Sufi texts, provided it transitions from individual spirituality to
communal engagement and fosters a dialogue with modern environmental
philosophies and scientific frameworks.

Keywords: Environmental Sufism; Environmental Crisis; Jalal ad-Din
Rumi; Oneness of Being; Theophany.
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1. Tucker and Grimm, The Movement of Relogion and Ecology, 5.

2. Roger S. Gottlieb, Introduction: Religion and Ecology — What Is the
Connection and why Does It Matter ?, in Roger S. Gottlieb (ed), Oxford
Handbook on Religion and Ecology (Oxford, Blackwell, 2006.

3. Annemarie Schimmel, The Triumphal Sun : A Study of the Works of
Jalaaloddin Rumi, Persian Studies Series Albany, NY: State University of New
York Press, 1993.

4. Tanja Mancinelli, Ecological Legacy of Sufism,
https://www.interfaithsustain.com/sufism-ecology/.
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Lynn White : (March 10, 1967). The Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis.
Science, 155(3767), 1203-1207. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.155.3767.1203.
Ibrahim Ozdemir, Russian Mystical Philosophy, Encyclopedia of Religion and
Nature, Bron Taylor, A&C Black, 2008.

Bron R. Taylor and Jeffrey Kaplan (eds), The Encyclopedia of Religion and
Nature (London : Thoemmes Continuum, 2008.

for more details, see https://earthcharter.org/discover/the-earth -charter/

Richard C. Foltz, ‘Islamic Environmentalism : A Matter of Interpretation’, in
Richard C. Foltz, Frederick Denny and Azizan Baharuddin (eds), Islam and
Ecology : A Bestowe Trust (Cambridge, MA : Harvard University Press, 2003),
249-79, at 251. See also on the grassroots movement and the idea of Islamic
Ecological Paradigm (IEP), Md Saidul Islam, Old Philosophy, New Movement :
The Rise of the Islamic Ecological Paradigm in the Discourse of
Environmentalism (2012) 7,1, Nature and culture, 72-94.

10.Seyyed Hossein Nasr, ‘God Is Absolute Reality and All Creation His Tajalli, in

John Hart (ed), The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Religion and Ecology
(Hoboken, NJ : John Wiley & Sons, 2017.

11.CORY WENSLEY, The influences of Jalal Al-Din Rumi in Seyyed Hossein

Nasr’s sufi diagnosis of the environmental crisi, A Thesis Submitted to Saint
Mary’s University, Halifax, Nova Scotia In Partial Fulfillment of the
Requirements for The Degree of Master of Arts in Theology and Religious
Studies January, 2015, Halifax, Nova Scotia,
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2 Lynn White : (March 10, 1967). The Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis. Science,
155(3767), 1203-1207. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.155.3767.1203.
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® Richard Foltz, Worldviews, Religion, and the Environment: A Global Anthology,
Thomson/ Wadsworth, 2003, p. 358.
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19 Tanja Mancinelli, Ecological Legacy of Sufism

, https://wwwe.interfaithsustain.com/sufism-ecology/.
1 For more details, see for example Roger S. Gottlieb (ed), Oxford Handbook on Religion
and Ecology (Oxford : Blackwell, 2006). See also Mary Evelyn Tucker and John Grimm,
« The Movement of Religion and Ecology : Emerging Field and Dynamic Force’, in Willis
Jenkins (ed), Routledge Handbook of Religion and Ecology (New York : Routledge, 2007,
3-12.
2 Tucker and Grimm, The Movement of Relogion and Ecology, 5.
3 Roger S. Gottlieb, Introduction : Religion and Ecology — What Is the Connection and
why Does It Matter ?, in Roger S. Gottlieb (ed), Oxford Handbook on Religion and
Ecology (Oxford, Blackwell, 2006, 1-12.
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7 |brahim Ozdemir, Russian Mystical Philosophy, Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature,
Bron Taylor, A&C Black, 2008, p. 1463.
'8 Bron R. Taylor and Jeffrey Kaplan (eds), The Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature
(London : Thoemmes Continuum, 2008, p. xviii.
1% for more details, see https://earthcharter.org/discover/the-earth -charter/
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2! Richard C. Foltz, ‘Islamic Environmentalism : A Matter of Interpretation’, in Richard C.
Foltz, Frederick Denny and Azizan Baharuddin (eds), Islam and Ecology : A Bestowe Trust
(Cambridge, MA : Harvard University Press, 2003), 249-79, at 251. See also on the
grassroots movement and the idea of Islamic Ecological Paradigm (IEP), Md Saidul Islam,
Old Philosophy, New Movement : The Rise of the Islamic Ecological Paradigm in the
Discourse of Environmentalism (2012) 7,1, Nature and culture, 72-94.
22 Seyyed Hossein Nasr, ‘God Is Absolute Reality and All Creation His Tajalli, in John Hart
(ed), The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Religion and Ecology (Hoboken, NJ : John Wiley
& Sons, 2017, p. 11.
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2 Annemarie Schimmel, The Triumphal Sun : A Study of the Works of Jaldaloddin Rumi,
Persian Studies Series (Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1993). 225.
% CORY WENSLEY, The influences of Jalal Al-Din Rumi in Seyyed Hossein Nasr’s sufi
diagnosis of the environmental crisi, A Thesis Submitted to Saint Mary’s University,
Halifax, Nova Scotia In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for The Degree of Master
of Arts in Theology and Religious Studies January, 2015, Halifax, Nova Scotia, p. 53.
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% Cory Wensley : what was said to the rose that made it open was said to me, here, in my
chest: the influences of jalal al-din rumi in seyyed hossein nasr’s sufi diagnosis of the
environmental crisis, A Thesis Submitted to Saint Mary’s University, Halifax, Nova Scotia

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for The Degree of Master of Arts in Theology
and Religious Studies, January, 2015, Halifax, Nova Scotia p. 75
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