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Abstract:

This article examines two Jewish figures who emerged during the
last Babylonian captivity and the return from it to Jerusalem: Nehemiah and
Ezra. The paper examines the status of Nehemiah in Jewish religious
thought and his relationship with Ezra, using descriptive and inductive
approaches. The study arrives at the most important conclusions, the most
important of which is that Nehemiah, son of Hacaliah the Tirshatha, was the
cupbearer of King Artaxerxes. Jewish religious thought sources mention
that a book in the Bible bears his name, which includes the events he
experienced and the reforms he implemented. Nehemiah and Ezra shared a
close relationship, embodied by a shared goal of striving for religious
reform and preserving Jewish religious identity. However, they differed in
the methods and approaches used to achieve this goal. Nehemiah focused on
security and administrative reforms as governor of Jerusalem, thereby
supporting Ezra's religious and organizational reforms in the Jewish
community after the return from the Babylonian captivity.

Keywords: Nehemiah; thought; religious thought; Jewish religious thought,
Ezra.
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- Mandel adelman, the story of ezra the scribe in the bible,
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4166669/jewish/The-Story-of-
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¥Mandel adelman, the story of ezra the scribe in the bible,

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4166669/jewish/The-Story-of-Ezra-the-

Scribe-in-the-Bible.htm , visited: 1/5/ 2025 /
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*“Mendel Adelman ,the story of Nehemia in the Bible, https:
Ilwww.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4166033/jewish/The-Story-of-Nehemia-in-the-
Bible.htm, date of visiting: 10/12/2024.
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% Against threats of war from the Samaritans and the Ammonites, who did not want to see

Jerusalem become the political centre of the land, Nehemiah rebuilt the wall of Jerusalem.
The builders “built with one hand, while holding daggers in the other” (Nehemiah 4:11),
building during the day and guarding the wall at night (

*! Shawn aster, Ezra and Nehemiah: Those who returned from Babylonia sought to reclaim
Judah's former glory, despite major challenges,
https://lwww.myjewishlearning.com/article/ezra-nehemiah/ , visited: 01/ 05/ 2025
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