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Wakf Religious Institution (CHARITABLE ENDOWMENT)
Zawiya as an example
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Abstract :

It is one of the most important social institutions which had a
great impact on Islamic civilization. It touched all aspects of Muslims’
economic, social, cultural and service life...etc. This Wakf institution
has developed many forms and types over time and was omnipresent
in the evolution of Islamic civilization. History books registered and
witnessed the great achievements made by these institution’ outputs.
Therefore Muslims’ development was considered totally related to the
development of this institution.

We can notice among the different aspects of this institution
the Zawiya of science that was considered as the protector and the
guardian of Muslim community and ended as the center of all sciences
and scientists, the guardian of the Oumma’s religion and faith. These
Zawiyas whose beginning was in the Wakfs have contributed, in
addition to its educational role, to help people solving their problems
at social level.

Key words: Wakf-habous; Zawiya; charitable endowment; Religious
Institution
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