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Abstract
This article examines culture within Algerian rural settings, framing it as a

deeply rooted socio-cultural system that has significantly contributed to shaping
national identity and preserving collective memory. The study highlights that the
Algerian countryside has never been merely an agricultural space; rather, it
constitutes a comprehensive cultural domain founded upon values, customs,
traditions, and forms of collective solidarity, such as "Twiza" (communal
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cooperation). This is in addition to its vital role in the production and
transmission of folk culture through local dialects, proverbs, songs, and
traditional crafts. Furthermore, the article elucidates how this environment
maintained its cohesion during the colonial period, driven by the population's
profound attachment to religion, language, and family. Consequently, the rural
milieu served as a reservoir of national identity and a bulwark against attempts at
cultural erasure.The article also explores the profound transformations that have
impacted rural culture as a result of rural-to-urban migration, emigration,
modernization, and mass media. These factors have led to the decline of certain
traditional practices and the emergence of hybrid cultural patterns that
amalgamate rural and urban elements. Moreover, the study underscores the
pivotal role of rural women in preserving cultural heritage through socialization,
traditional craftsmanship, and the transmission of oral traditions. It further
addresses the Algerian state's efforts to develop rural areas, improve living
conditions, and support heritage, despite the persistent challenges of
unemployment, inadequate services, and rural exodus. Ultimately, the future of
rural culture remains contingent upon achieving a sustainable balance between
modernization and the preservation of identity.

Keywords: Rural culture, Algeria, Cultural identity, Rural exodus, Rural women
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