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Hayden White, a Reader of Herder: From Concrete

Universals to the Organic Metaphor
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Abstract:
Is history a record of what actually happened, or is it a rhetorical battle to impose meaning
upon what transpired? This study interrogates Hayden White’s approach in Merahistory,
which attempts to trace the dramatic transformation in Herder’s discourse. Herder embarked

on a revolutionary philosophical journey to challenge the coldness of "Enlightenment
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mechanics” and liberate the historical event from the dryness of causality, only to ultimately
find himself imprisoned within a fatalistic "organicism" (vegetality) that is no less rigid. The
study reveals how trope (metaphor) and emplotment (comedy) are employed to produce
narratives of optimistic realism that absorb structural conflicts and melt them into a crucible
of "forced harmony,” thereby transforming history from an arena of interrogation and
human agency into an icon of sanctification and legitimization.

Keywords: History; Narrative; Trope; Emplotment; Ideology; Irony.
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