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Abstract:
The article examines the role of comedic discourse as an effective tool for resisting fear of
Western modernity and colonialism, drawing on the Algerian experience. It highlights that
Western modernity, associated with colonialism and cultural invasion, provoked rejection
and apprehension in Arab societies, leading to their entrenchment against cultural openness.
In Algeria, comedic theater, since its emergence in 1926, has been employed as a means to

raise public awareness and alleviate fear of the French colonizer. Playwrights such as Allalou

elhabib.soualmi@univ-tlemcen.dz : J. ;l\ gl )

81



92-81 40 uo Bl e 98 Dagling (g SN oollal Sy ad

focused on producing plays that conveyed political and ideological messages within a
comedic framework, portraying rulers and colonizers as foolish and caricatured figures to
bolster Algerians’ confidence in their ability to resist colonial oppression. The play Djeha
stands out as a prominent example, delivering these messages through humor while
emphasizing the importance of intelligence and critical thinking in dismantling unjust
authority. The article concludes by underscoring the necessity for the Arab mindset to
overcome its fear of Western modernity, advocating for the development of a distinctive
modernity that avoids both dependency and isolation.

Keywords: comedic discourse; Western modernity; colonialism; Algerian theater; Allalou
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