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Abstract:
Jean-Jacques Rousseau relied on fundamental concepts in building his theory of the social
contract, including democracy, national sovereignty, freedom, equality, and justice. These
concepts formed the cornerstone of the core principles of the French Revolution. However,
the mostimportant concept in building the theory is citizenship, where Rousseau stated: "We

will not become human beings until we become citizens." This statement formed the essence
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of political theory in modern and contemporary European thought, and the concept has been
reintroduced in contemporary philosophy and in the field of public law. Moreover, the
theory of the general will provided an ethical foundation for the concept of citizenship.
Rousseau referred to the state of nature and the necessity of transitioning to civil society,
describing it in characteristics that differed from Hobbes's views on the primitive man.
Rousseau pointed out that the discovery of agriculture and industry led to the emergence of
a system of property that deprived individuals of their freedom, making them slaves to the
powerful. With the social contract theory, individuals relinquished their ownership and
willingly established the concept of the state as an entity governed by laws, where
individuals have the right to political participation. The social contract theory formed the
basis for the construction of political, ethical, and civil societies, and with the evolution of
contemporary political ideas, several fundamental changes have occurred to this theory,
which has been criticized by many philosophical schools, including Marxism and
structuralism.

Keywords: citizenship; freedom; equality; civil society; contract
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