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Abstract:
The study aims to highlight the epistemological and functional role of the mechanism of bias

as a methodological mechanism linked to the idea of cognitive models in which a set of
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latent values are concealed. These values guide the means and methods of research. El-
Messiri revealed the hidden face of Western humanities and social sciences that adopt
objectivity as their slogan in an attempt to establish knowledge, social, and ethical systems
through which human beings can be rationalized. These systems are based on a point of
stability, such as reason, human nature, and scientific laws. Therefore, these sciences in the
West have oscillated between the organic model and the reductionist model, both of which
fall within the reductionist model that implies hostility towards human beings and denies
their centrality in the universe. This is what comprehensive secularism has consecrated in its
solid and liquid phases as a vision of the universe that corresponds to the Western cognitive
model. On this basis, the humanities and social sciences in the West were based on the idea
of the natural human being as a central concept and on the idea of the modern nation-state,
which is considered a mechanism for spreading and transforming the concept of
"human/nature” into a dominant pattern that eliminates all human particularities and
diversity.

Keywords: Abdel Wahab El-Messiri, bias, cognitive model, comprehensive secularism,

Western humanities and social sciences.
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