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Phenomenology of Bachelard's Literary Imagination and Its
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Abstract:

The theory of literary imagination and its conceptions, according to Gaston Bachelard's

perspective, begins with Edmund Husserl's phenomenology, where it finds its fertile material
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in the four cosmic elements: water, fire, earth, and air. This represents one of the major
themes that Bachelard worked on through a series of works such as "The Psychoanalysis of
Fire," "Water and Dreams,” "Air and Dreams," "Earth and Reveries of Repose,” among others.
This study aims to analyze the literary applications of material literary imagination through
examples of literary and poetic texts that Bachelard addressed, similar to texts by Hoffman,
Edgar Poe, and Nietzsche. Additionally, the study aims to answer the following questions:
e How did Bachelard apply his conceptions of literary imagination to poetic and literary
texts?
e What criticisms did Bachelard direct at both the psychological school and Husserlian
phenomenology in their engagement with literary imagination, and how did Bachelard
employ the phenomenological method in his reflections on daydreams?
Keywords: Literary imagination; cosmological elements; phenomenology; daydream;
psychoanalysis
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