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Critical thinking in Islamic philosophy:

Ibn Rushd as a model
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Abstract:

We aim in this article to explore the presence of critical thinking in Islamic philosophy, using the
philosopher Ibn Rushd (Averroes) as a model. He is one of the most prominent philosophers and
scholars in Islamic history, known for his critical sense. We also aim to refute the claim made by some
Orientalists who deny such thinking, alleging that Muslim philosophers were merely followers of
others.The article concludes that Islamic philosophy possesses a rich heritage regarding critical
thinking, which enabled it to stand at the pinnacle of global thought. Ibn Rushd played a significant

role in this, as he laid the foundations for free thinking and the ethics of discussion.
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