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A descriptive and stereotypical study of the Meghalithian tombs of the
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Abstract :

The necropolis of Oued Chenior is about 3.5km to the S-S / E of Ain El
Arbi commune (Abdi. Ex Gounod)« Daira of Ain Mekhlouf¢ 34 km to the S
/ SE of Guelmac the capital of the wilaya. It is one of the largest necropolis
of this kind in Algeria and even in North Africa¢ because it contains more
than four thousand funerary monuments composed mainly of Dolmens¢
Tumulus¢ Bazinas¢ vaults and some menhirs¢ on a 10.25 km®. Howeverc it
remains unknown even at the local level and has not been the subject of
archaeological excavations or studies. Through this article< I would like to
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present this vast yet unknown necropolis¢ to interested readers¢ to establish
a typology of the thousands of dolmens it contains¢ and to raise the problem
of the megalithic chronology in Algeria¢< as well as the need to focus the
archaeological research in this area. Being the most numerous in the
necropolis¢ I limited myself in this study to dolmens only; In addition I
can’t insert all the data and information related to other monuments in one
single article.
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1-Carte topographique 1/200.000, Annaba, F. NJ-32-II. Dressé en 1963.
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1-Camps (G.), 1961, Aux origines de la Berbeérie ;Rites et monuments funéraires de 1’ Afrique du
Nord ;A.M.G ;Paris,p. 251.
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1-Gsell (S.),1922 ;Les inscriptions latines de 1’ Algérie N° 561,P.60.;Inscriptions de la
Proconsulaire ;Paris.

2-De vigneral (Ch.) ; 1867, Ruines romaines de 1’ Algérie, cercle de Guelma, subdivision de Bone,
Paris .P.223.

3-Reboud (V.) ; 1881, Nécropole mégalithique des sources de 1’Oued Cheniour (Moulin dubourg),
affluent de 1’Oued Cherf ou Seybousse superieure, A.F.A.S. Alger; P. 27-28.
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1 -Gsell (S.), 1901, Les monuments antiques de 1’Algérie, T. I, pp. 33-34.

2-Mougel Abbé, 1881, 4 Km de promenade archéologique sur la rive droite de I’oued Melah,
B.AH, T.XIL, pp.45-50.

3-De Pachtere , (F.G.),1909, Musées et collection archéologique de 1’ Algérie et de la Tunisie,
musée de Guelma , Paris , p. 39.
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1-Camps (G.), 1961 ;Op.cit, p. 156.
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1-Mennetrier (Lt.), 1908, Notes sur des monuments mégalithiques de la province de Constantine,
cong. Préhist. De France, IV e session, Chambéry, pp. 356-358.

2-Camps (G), 1961, Op.cit., p. 129.

3-André (Ph ), 1861, Notice sur les monuments celtiques de la province d’Alger, Mémoire de la
Société Archéologique, d’Lille et Vilaine.
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1-Reboud (V.), 1883, Op.cit, p. 125.
2-Briard (J,) 1959, I’Age de bronze, P.U.F, Paris, p. 32.
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1 -Gsell (S.), 1901, Op.cit, T. I, p. 18.
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3-Camps (G.), 1961, op.cit, p. 134, fig. 34.
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