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Abstract:

This national symposium constitutes a scientific platform for examining
Algerian cultural heritage, particularly textile heritage represented by traditional
carpets (zarbia), as both a material and symbolic carrier of collective identity
and a cultural memory transmitted across generations. This interest emerges
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within the framework of contemporary multidisciplinary approaches that
combine historical, anthropological, and aesthetic analyses, with a focus on
strategies for preserving and valorizing this heritage in light of ongoing
transformations.

This paper falls within the field of visual anthropology and is entitled: From
Ornament to Identity: A Visual Anthropological Reading of Symbols in
Algerian Carpets. It aims to analyze the symbolic structure of decorative motifs
as a meaningful visual system that goes beyond mere ornamentation, reflecting
patterns of thought as well as social and cultural representations, while
highlighting their semantic and aesthetic dimensions and their communicative
functions in conveying values and meanings.

Keywords: Traditional carpet (zarbia); Visual anthropology; Decorative
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