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Visual Anthropology of the Touat Region’s Carpet: Semiology of the
Symbol and Reading Cultural Identity

Olaeeds sl JgJ }j dnsler (e @ﬁ\ SR 2 c*l 015553 Al (At Cuxdyy
samiha.bouchaib@univ-tlemcen.dz
Slaals il S gl Baals carealiy (5 A j2 (2 ol LI (Olee s,y

othman.yebdri@univ-tlemcen.dz

2026/06/30 : yd) &b 2026/06/20 :J s T 2026/05/22 :(:W.»‘ﬂ\ T

A8 A A b b A A S A A b At b At b A s b ddt d st b hd b b d s dad d A s bl s

Ui Lajlasl i olB) 2)) e 3 205l ) 380U Gzl ) dslylll odis 8
L e Aol R A placsl STe e 55 LS il U B 38 Lol
345y Glodl sles ¥l 8oy (o oy L Bebial) ods a2 dilane (ST o)) pladl 80 (0 lBY)
LEYYs Lot 01y 2)ss ISt e i ) i o) GLS 1] s LS el e g
ity OLwi¥l M oS iz a8 ) irds i) e a8 ) U OUIT (iSy ciiarslang 59
Loy Lol gy ) 860,30 3150874 ) L gJang Y1 403 550 LS Riend) @iliizeny dcaddl iy (i ol o))
DBV e B el ST gy shl drosuas Jaid BisSa pé 35 3RS
AU bl (ol B )l el Lorgdgenn (Bl Lmglgrg 531 1hmnde SilelST

Abstract:

This paper aims to interrogate the visual memory embedded within the
weaving of the Touat region’s carpet, treating it as a semiological system that

encapsulates the area's cultural identity. It focuses on historical centers of
artisanal radiance distributed throughout the region, highlighting the artistic
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distinctiveness of each area. This highlights how this craft serves as a bridge
connecting the unity of Touat belonging with its diverse local variations.
Furthermore, the study seeks to deconstruct symbolic units—including shapes,
motifs, and colors—to analyze their anthropological significance. It uncovers
the mechanisms through which the craft transitions from a utilitarian practice
into a visual language that reflects the human relationship with the desert
environment, mental representations, and deep-seated beliefs. Finally, it
emphasizes the role of visual anthropology as a tool for reading the carpet as an
unwritten artistic document that preserves identity specificity and safeguards
the collective memory of the region from oblivion.

Keywords: Visual Anthropology; Semiology of the Symbol; Touat Carpet;
Touat Region; Cultural Identity.
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