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Corpus of the crowns in the Qasr Mosque: archaeological and artistic study

Wiem ESSAID, Ph.D of Heritage Sciences, Faculty of Human and Social Sciences, Tunisia, Laboratory
of the Arab-Islamic World mediator
wiemsayd@gmail.com

Abstract:

This study is concerned with one aspect of architecture represented in the record of crowns
which we find in the mosque of the « Ksar » in Tunis during the rule of Khorasan. This research
is based on three main chapters. The first chapter supports the theory that this religious building
was originally a fortress. During the reign of the Khorasan, the latter was then turned into a
mosque by virtue of its preservation of this archaeological collection. In contrast, other evidence
points out that it was originally a church or a temple. Thereafter we gave an overview of the
location of the mosque in the urban fabric along with a general description of it. In the second
chapter, we dealt with the study of the crowns as reused building materials, thus, the different
ancient Roman or Islamic assets derived from them and their order according to their position in
the mosque's area and the diverse marble material from which this group was made.
Moreover, we brought to the fore the latter’s ornamental record and the richness of its
components on both the geometrical and vegetal levels compared to its counterpart the Great
Mosque of Kairouan. In the third part, we commented and followed the aspects of the continuity
or break in the designing of this architectural element. To sum up, the record of the crowns and
the reused materials for construction significantly contribute, in general, to the rewriting of
history for the periods of time that suffer from a great shortage of historical sources and
archaeological monuments, such as the period of the independent Emirates in Ifrigiyia; hence, the
importance of this type of microscopic and morphological studies of architecture.

Keywords: Architecture, Mosque of ksar, Art of decoration, Crown group.
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I’ Antiquité a la Renaissance, (1-5 octobre 1990), Paris, 1993, p.27-37.
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symbolique d’un motif", dans Semitica et Classica, 12, 2019, pp. 83-95.
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romano-africain », Gap, France, imprimerie Louis-Jean, T.1, 1989. ; Maurice Pinard « Les chapiteaux a béliers et a
aigles de Damous-El-Karita », Cahier de Byrsa, 1960-1961, p.37-76.
* Naidé Ferchiou, Rinceaux antiques..., Op.cit., pp.143-163.
> Pierre Gros, Op.cit., pp.27-37.
® Dentzer-Feydy. J., « Introduction de I’acanthe dans la sculpture monumentale du Proche-Orient & 1’époque
grécoromaine », dans L’acanthe dans la sculpture monumentale de 1’Antiquité a la Renaissance, Paris, 1993, pp.
99-112, ici p. 91.
’ Caroline Arnould-Béhar , Op.cit, pp. 83-95.ici p.83.
® Naidé Ferchiou, Rinceaux antiques..., Op.cit., pp143-163.
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