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In English: This study offers an analytical reading of the educational methodology employed by the

eminent scholar Sheikh Ahmad ibn Mustafa al-Alawi al-Mustaghanimi through his seminal work
Al-Minhaj al-Mufid (The Beneficial Method), considered one of the most distinguished examples
of pedagogical writing in the heritage of the Alawi Sufi Order..The study reveals that the book is

far more than a conventional legal treatise; it is a comprehensive educational and spiritual project
built around three principal axes: the teaching methodology, matters of theological doctrine, and
issues of Islamic jurisprudence and worship. Central to its pedagogical approach is the question-
and-answer method, which transforms the reader from a passive recipient into an active participant
in an ongoing intellectual dialogue, thereby facilitating the comprehension and retention of
scholarly content..The study further demonstrates that the book follows a deliberate ascending

structure, beginning with the foundations of knowledge and the oneness of God (Tawhid),
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progressing through the pillars of faith (Iman), and culminating in the detailed rulings of worship
and ritual purity according to the Maliki school of jurisprudence. This arrangement consciously
mirrors the prophetic model presented in the Hadith of Gabriel, which integrates Islam, Iman, and
Ihsan into a unified spiritual vision. The study also uncovers a subtle Sufi dimension woven
throughout the text, as Sheikh al-Alawi consistently links every legal ruling to its devotional spirit
and higher moral purpose, reflecting his firm conviction that authentic Sufism cannot exist without
sound doctrine and correct jurisprudence.

The study ultimately concludes that Al-Minhaj al-Mufid reveals Sheikh al-Alawi as an educator
and reformer who understood that the renewal of the Muslim community begins with the correction
of its creed and the refinement of its conduct, and that the harmonious integration of Sharia and
spiritual reality represents the surest path to building a well-rounded Muslim character.

Keywords: Sheikh al-Alawi — Al-Minhaj al-Mufid — Alawi Sufi Order — Educational
Methodology — Tawhid — Maliki Jurisprudence — Sunni Sufi
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