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The principle of retroactivity of the more lenient criminal law emerges as an exception
to the general rule prohibiting the retroactive application of penal provisions. It permits the
application of new, less severe legislation to acts committed prior to its enactment, provided
that no final judgment has been rendered in the case. This principle is grounded in
considerations of criminal justice and evolving societal perceptions regarding the gravity of
offenses, while maintaining a careful balance between individual rights and public interest
requirements. The application of this rule is governed by strict conditions, including a
comprehensive comparative analysis between old and new provisions concerning the scope of
criminalization and punishment, while generally excluding temporary laws and purely
procedural provisions from its scope. The most significant challenge in the practical
implementation of this principle lies in establishing clear criteria for assessing the comparative
leniency of new legislation, particularly in cases involving partial or complex amendments.
This necessitates ongoing legislative refinement and jurisprudential development to ensure the
administration of justice without compromising the stability of the legal system.

Keywords: The principle of legality, the more lenient law, the most favorable to the
accused, retroactivity of law.
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