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Celebrations of religious holidays and occasions in Algeria, as
documented in the Al-Basair newspaper (1936-1948).
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Abstract :

Celebrating religious holidays and occasions in Algeria has been a prominent expression of
belonging and pride in the Muslim community since ancient times. These celebrations have been given
an official character, both within religious institutions and by the ruling authorities, past and present.
This is evident in deeply rooted customs with historical and geographical significance, customs that
have remained steadfast, resisting all attempts at erasure, distortion, and sometimes even mockery and
suppression, particularly in our country today.

Religious holidays and occasions in Algeria are diverse, but among the most prominent are the
celebration of the Prophet's birthday (Mawlid), the observance of the 27th night of Ramadan (Laylat
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al-Qadr), the two Eid festivals (Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha), and the celebrations welcoming back
pilgtims from the holy sites, among others.

It is worth noting that Algerians have maintained their celebratory customs for various religious
holidays and occasions throughout different historical periods, despite all the challenges and difficulties
they faced. We specifically mention the colonial period, where the French colonizer tried to obliterate
all traces of Algerian identity by fighting the Islamic religion and all its manifestations and imposing
strict control over various religious institutions. Therefore, in this research paper, we will try to focus
on the topic of celebrations of religious holidays and occasions in Algeria through the Al-Basair
newspaper (1936-1948), the mouthpiece of the Association of Algerian Muslim Scholars, to get an idea
of the celebratory customs regarding the Prophet's birthday, Laylat al-Qadr, Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-
Adha, and the celebration of the blessed pilgrims, by the reformist movement through the various
reformist and cultural clubs and associations active in its name, by focusing on some regions of the
country mentioned in this newspaper.

Keywords: Celebrations, religious occasions, the Prophet's Birthday, Laylat al-Qadr, Algeri
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