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Abstract:

Among the key reasons for the prominence of Tlemcen during the medieval period
lies in its status as one of the major urban centers of the Central Maghreb and Algeria as well.
The city made a distinguished contribution to Arab-Islamic and Maghribi civilization, and its
history, the legacy of its rulers, the eminence of its scholars, and the splendor of its
architecture have been preserved through a variety of material and oral sources. These include
the testimonies of its own residents and elites, as well as the accounts of travelers and scholats
who visited and admired its monuments. Although many of Tlemcen’s architectural
monuments have vanished, , some have endured; notably the endowment (waqf) inscriptions,
which represent one of the most reliable documentary sources, largely immune to distortion
or falsification. Given the importance of these surviving inscriptions for understanding the
civilization of medieval Tlemcen,

Keywords: Central Maghreb; Mosques of Tlemcen; Endowment inscriptions; Historical
documentation; Arab-Islamic civilization.
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