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Abstract : The field of religious sciences was among the most prominent areas of interest in
Islamic states during the medieval period, and the Maghreb countries were no exception.
Among them was the Zayyanid state (633-962 AH / 1236-1554 CE), which made Tlemcen
its capital. This city witnessed a flourishing of sciences, arts, and literature, especially religious
sciences such as jurisprudence (figh), Quranic exegesis (tafsir), Hadith studies, and Sufism.
This flourishing was particularly notable during the 7th and 8th centuries AH due to a
convergence of factors that stimulated the movement of knowledge and sciences. It led to the
rise of prominent scholars and the spread of educational institutions such as schools,
institutes, and mosques that attracted many students from different regions. These institutions
were staffed by distinguished scholars. The aim of this research is to explore the factors and
dimensions of this active scientific movement, particularly in the realm of religious sciences.
We adopted the analytical method, which involves scrutinizing historical material and
reinterpreting it for the purpose of writing meaningful and objective history. One of the key
findings of this study is that Tlemcen was an outstanding scientific hub that attracted leading
scholars and produced jurists, Hadith scholars, and Sufis who were well-versed in religious
sciences. This intellectual prominence can be attributed to the state's rulers, many of whom
were keen to compete with the major scientific centers of the Islamic West by promoting
knowledge and establishing schools and mosques to fulfill this mission.

Keywords: Tlemcen, Jurisprudence, Hadith Sciences, Sufism.
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