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Abstract : This study attempts to trace the efforts of certain Algerian elites to revive Arab-
Islamic education between 1830 and 1930, with particular focus on two political figures: Ibn
Rahal and Emir Khaled. Their efforts centered on describing the deteriorating educational
situation, identifying the reasons behind the nation's lag in this vital field, and mobilizing and
encouraging the people to unite in their efforts to save the younger generations from ignorance
and loss. They also criticized the traditional educational methods that were then followed in
some kuttabs, zawiyas, and mosques. On the other hand, they proposed alternatives to the
French public education system by advocating for the establishment of free schools and
encouraging the pursuit of knowledge in Arab-Islamic institutes. Furthermore, they emphasized
the necessity of resisting the Western intellectual invasion that was eroding the body of the
Islamic nation, by raising the level of Arab-Islamic culture among Algerians—viewing it as the
only path toward liberation from the shackles and restraints imposed by colonialism.

Keywords: French colonialism; Algeria; Arab-Islamic education; Ibn Rahal; Emir Khaled.
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