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Mohammed ibn Ali al-Sanusi's journey to Fez at the beginning
of the 19th century and its impact on his intellectual and
advocacy development
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Abstract :

This paper aims to highlight the personality of Muhammad ibn Ali al-Sanusi (1787—
1859 AD) as a student of knowledge, then a wandering scholar and religious reformer, He
combined the pursuit of knowledge with the establishment of a reform project with
missionary, organizational, and political dimensions. His journey to Fez, as a student at the Al-
Qarawiyyin Mosque, then a teacher there, and then a social reformer, transcended the limits of
geographical mobility to the level of profound intellectual and spiritual formation, His
interactions with scholars, sheikhs, and major religious centers in Fez enabled him to develop
a comprehensive project, which he later used to establish the Senussi movement, which played
a significant role in combating ignorance, confronting colonialism, and building a cohesive
religious-political nucleus in North Africa.

Keywords: The journey of Mohammed ibn Ali al-Sanusi; Fez; Al-Qarawiyyin Mosque;
Intellectual project .
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