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The Jews between the Narrative of Persecution and the Reality of
Coexistence: A Historical Reading from the middle Ages to the Age of
Enlightenment
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Abstract:

An analysis of the Jewish relationship with their history reveals the dominance of a
lachrymose perspective that framed persecution as the essence of Jewish identity. This view,
which exaggerated the notion of Jews as “eternal victims,” later became the foundation of
Zionist thought, transforming history into political capital. Periods of prosperity and
coexistence in Islamic and European societies were marginalized in favor of a continuous
narrative of suffering. Even the Haskalah movement, which sought integration and
enlightenment, was later reinterpreted as evidence of the failure of assimilation, reinforcing a
discourse of isolation and separation. Scholatly critiques, such as those of Salo Baron,
highlighted the danger of this one-dimensional reading that turned history into a national
myth. Rather than serving as a call for justice, the memory of persecution became a tool to
justify settlement and reproduce exclusion. A critical reading reveals that reducing Jewish
history to tragedy denies its human diversity and transforms the past into a means of political
domination.

Key words: Jewish history, lachrymose conception, Haskalah, Jewish movements

persecution.
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