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Abstract :

In this article, we will use a descriptive and historical approach to explore the reasons
that have led to the multiplicity of pragmatic orientations and their differences. By comparing
and contrasting Saussurean linguistics of speech with a sample of pragmatic studies, we hope
to bring pragmatics into relation with Saussurean thought. The differences between the
philosophical and semiotic frameworks that contributed to the development of pragmatics
and Saussurean linguistics, as well as the semantic content of the terms language, speech, sign
and other foundational terms, are not the only findings we have come to. We have also
realised that the complex nature of language and the different theoretical approaches that have
opposed Chomsky's generative and transformative linguistics have had a profound impact on
the different conceptualisations of pragmatics.
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