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Sheikh Muhammad Bay Bal'alam and his methodology in explaining the text

of Al-Durrah Al-Yatimah in grammar
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Abstract:

Students of knowledge in Algeria often turn to the works of scholars from the East to
study grammar, believing that the Algerian scientific heritage is lacking in this field. To
dispel this misconception, this research aims to shed light on 'Al-Tuhfa Al-Wasima fi Sharh
Al-Durra Al-Yateema' by Sheikh Bay Belalam, who is considered one of the contemporary
scholars who enriched the Algerian library with various works in religious sciences. He
made significant contributions to the field of grammar, both through poetry and
commentary, including this valuable explanation. In this research, I seek to highlight the
most prominent features of the Sheikh's methodology, which was characterized by
precision, comprehensiveness of details, ease and clarity of expressions. His approach also
featured citing evidence from religious texts: the Qur'an and Sunnah and from prose and
poetic grammatical texts. This reflects the Sheikh's vast knowledge, deep-rooted expertise,
and his proximity to learners.

Keywords: Explanation; Grammar; Methodology; Parsing; Versified Text.
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